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Arab Youth Attitudes toward the Electronic Press

University Students in Baghdad, Damascus & Amman- as a

Model

ABSTRACT

The rapid changes that have taken place in the world of communication,
whether in the field of communication technologies, or in the professional
performance of practice; or in understanding the communication process
itself. In addition, the evolution of perception about their mutual roles, are
all considered massive and very deep changes that imply several reflections
on the communication process, which resulted in radical shifts in the
concept of communication processes and their effects. However, these
changes reached, in many cases to a contradiction. The use of multiple
means of communication and its evolution have led to the emergence of
new media and means of communication that imposed a significant
communications reality for the last twenty years of the twentieth century
and the first ten years of 21%-century. The most important of these
developments are represented in the emergence of the Internet for public
use, resulted from the evolution of digital media in the processing and
management of information. Internet has allowed high-capacity means.
Therefore, many of media and non-media bodies, and even individuals
sought to benefit from the potential of communication offered by this

technology by launching general and specialized electronic sites that
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perform various media and communication functions. Such sites include a
large number of information sources and news that are modern and able
to perform key roles in media work in general and news in particular, and
perhaps most important of these is the electronic press, which its
appearance raised many problems, starting with the definition, turning to
the practice.

This research tries to identify the university youth trends towards e-press
via Internet, especially the confidence of individuals in information
technology is in ongoing progress , as they are relied upon in the various
fields of life. Such dependency among youth turns to be a daily behavior.
Moreover, there is no doubt in the impact of this behavior on the media,
which began decrease, many of its audience. Such audience started to
change the patterns of Internet use in accordance with the possibilities of
the new means. E-press has imposed a quite different reality as it is not
considered as a development of other media, but it contained all the
previous means. For example, there is the e-press, and there are audio and
video. The combination and interaction of all these patterns also yielded a
variety of media prototypes that can not be confined or to predict its
potential.

The research includes four chapters. The first chapter is devoted to the
general framework of research in terms of identifying the research problem,
the research significance, research objectives and the definition of search
terms. Research significance stemmed of being addressing one of the
innovated and modern subjects, which might be absent from the minds of
many of those who drift towards the stream of information technology and
the Internet that supply all that is new beyond all borders and rejecting the
restrictions. It targets young people who are directly affected by the

problem more other segments of society, especially as they grew up with
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the emergence of technological development, which will form the views of
this target group of the society, which is the focus of this research. The
other significance of this study is the urgent need for this kind of research,
whether media institutions or the community itself in all its classes
represent such need. For media institutions, they have become in a great
need to know the tendencies and trends of young people in what is
provided to them, and the key attractions factors that will target the largest
number of individuals. No media establishment, whatsoever, can achieve
progress or maintain continuity but through knowledge of the different
needs and understand them. On the other hand, in terms of society,
technology represented by the e-press has various benefits, but at the same
time, has negative consequences, as well.

The researcher identified the objectives of the research through the
following points:

The main objective of this research is to identify the trends of university
youth towards e-press with all various fields and multi-tools.

The following sub-goals fall within this main objective:

1. To identify the extent of e-press use among the university students
compared with the paper-press, and in the presence of the other
media.

2. To identify the causes, motives and satisfactions fulfilled for
university youth from using the e-press.

3. Recognize the advantages and disadvantages of e-press.

4. Recognize the contribution that the electronic press in the expansion
of freedom and express opinion.

5. Recognize the contribution of the electronic press in the leadership

of the socio-political changes.
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6. Recognize the reality of the electronic press in terms of its
development and the extent of attention by the study population.

The second chapter of this research, a theoretical framework, includes four
main themes, which are addressed in this study: trends, young people, e-
press, and some relevant literature. In terms of the first theme, trends, the
researcher tried to clarify the general concept of the trends and what they
include of qualities, characteristics and types, and how trends can be
configured, modified, changed, and their functions. In addition, the
importance of trends to study communication based on the theory of Martin
Fishbein of persuasion and behavior change, and the theory of uses and
satisfactions. The second axis of the 2™ chapter addressed the issue of
young people in its general concept, and what this stage may include of
characteristics, and the required needs. The researcher also tried to study
the Arab youth, its problems and the surrounding influences, and the
involvement of this generation in politics work through using social
network sites and e-press, which was the third axis of this chapter. The
researcher here tried to identify the emergence of e-press globally, and in
the Arab world, as well. The stages of its development and the reality of
this new media means in the research population of Iraq, Syria, and Jordan
are all discussed. In addition to that, types of e-press and their
characteristics and attributes, and the difficulties encountered and the
nature of presswork hereof; the challenges and competition between them
and the printed press are also addressed. Moreover, the 3™ theme discussed
the role of e-press in opening opportunities to express their repression and
opinions, especially that it forms an important area of the cultural life of the
individual, and plays a major role in the fields of social and political

development and supports the basis of democracy and constructive
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discourse in the community. The fourth theme of this chapter addressed the
most important previous studies related to the subject of this research.

The third chapter includes the methodological framework of this search in
terms of research methodology, the research population, and the research
sample. The researcher used the survey method sample, which is a
scientific organized effort to obtain data, information and descriptions for a
particular phenomenon through a questionnaire that was developed to the
study. The research was conducted on a sample of university students in
Baghdad, Damascus and Amman. The questionnaire was distributed in the
period from the 1% of April to the 1% of June 2011. The study sample was
randomly chosen, included (600) university students with various
specializations as per (200) student for each of the three groups of the study
population i.e. Iraq, Jordan & Syria. The questionnaire included thirty-four
parameters through which the researcher tried to reach the objectives of his
research. The questionnaire was checked by a group of specialized experts
in the research subject matter for virtual validity of the research. They set
forth their views and comments on the prepared questions where they were
adopted, then the questionnaire was applied to an exploratory sample from
outside the research population, but with similar characteristics. The degree
of response of respondents to the questionnaire under study was
determined, which was good under the condition if the respondents did not
find ambiguous or long questions in that questionnaire.

Finally, Chapter IV includes the search results and their explanation, then
the researcher concluded his study by relative suggestions and

recommendations.
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